Calendar No. 1972 


84rnm CONGRESS i SENATE { Report 
2d Session No. 1952 


CONVEYING CERTAIN LANDS TO THE CITY OF 
ST. AUGUSTINE, FLA. 


1956.—Filed under authority of the order of the Senate of April 30 


May 2, 
(legislative day, April 26), 1956, and ordered to be printed 


Mr. Smatruers, from the Committee on Interstate and Foreign 
Commerce, submitted the following 


REPORT 


{To accompany H. R. 7471] 


The Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce, to whom was 
referred the bill (H. R. 7471) to provide for the conveyance of certain 
lands of the United States to the Board of Commissioners of St. 
Johns County, Florida, having considered the same, report favorably 
thereon with amendments and recommend that the bill as amended 
do pass. 


The amendments are as follows: 

(1) The word “feet’? was substituted for the word “degrees” at 
line 4, page 4. 

(2) The words “City of Saint Augustine, Florida, a municipal 
corporation organized and existing under and by virtue of the laws of 
the State of Florida’’ were substituted for the words ‘‘Board of Com- 
missioners of Saint Johns County”. 

(3) Amend the title so as to read: 

An Act to provide for the conveyance of certain lands of the 
United States to the city of Saint Augustine, Florida, a 
municipal corporation organized and existing under and by 
virtue of the laws of the State of Florida. 

The bill, which passed the House of Representatives on July 30, 
1955, authorizes the conveyance of surplus Coast Guard property 
surrounding the St. Augustine, Fla., lighthouse to the city of St. 
Augustine for park purposes. ‘The original bill provided for the con- 
veyance of the land to the county of St. Johns, but your committee 
amended the bill to provide for the conveyance to the city of St. 
Augustine, since contrary to original information, the entire tract of 
land is located within the municipal limits of the city of St. Augustine. 
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2 CONVEYING LAND TO CITY OF ST. AUGUSTINE, FLA. 


The land, 5.82 acres in area, is nominally valued at $350 for the 
tract, and will extend the area of an adjoining park. The Coast 
Guard is retaining 1.38 on which the lighthouse is located and, in 
order that there can never be any interference with its operation, 
your committee adopted the amendments of the House committee 
to provide that the send from the United States contain a covenant 
that no structure can be erected which will in any way adversely 
affect the operation of the Coast Guard facilities. 

Your committee accepted the additional House amendment which 
provides that the deed contain a covenant that the property be used 
as a public park and that it be available to the United States without 
compensation in the event of a national emergency. 

At the House hearing on the bill the Commandant of the Coast 
Guard testified that the property was no longer required by the Coast 
Guard and that there was no objection to the conveyance provided 
the operation of the lighthouse was not affected. The amendments 
your committee adopted were designed to avoid any interference with 
the Coast Guard facilities which could be caused by the erection of 
buildings. 

In reply to the request of the chairman of your committee for the 
views of the particular Government departments interested in this 
matter, the Office of the Comptroller General pointed out that— 


* * * considering the relatively small value of the tract and 


the provisions of section 2 of the bill subordinating its uses as 
a park to Coast Guard operations, this Office would have no 
objection to favorable consideration of the bill by Congress. 


The Secretary of the Treasury informed your committee that— 


* * * the maintenance of this amount of land has created a 
problem. The present authorized complement of the light 
station is one man. To reduce the maintenance problem 
5.82 acres of the land have been declared excess to the needs 
of the Coast Guard. 

The letters above referred to are as follows: 


COMPTROLLER GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Washington, D. C., August 12, 1956. 
Hon. WARREN G. MAGNUSON, 
Chairman, Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce, 
United States Senate, Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. CuarrMan: Reference is made to your letter of August 
2, 1955, acknowledged August 4, requesting our comments on H. R. 
7471, 84th Congress. 

We have no information about the property other than is shown 
by House Report No. 1398, 84th Congress. It appears therefrom that 
the land proposed to be conveyed is propérty excess to the needs of 
the Coast Guard surrounding the St. Augustine, Fla., lighthouse; 
that it contains about 5.82 acres; and has a value of approximately 
$350. The bill would authorize its conveyance to the Board of 
Commissioners of St. Johns County, Fla., for park purposes, subject 
to certain covenants by the grantee as set forth in sections 2 and 3. 
It also appears from the report that a representative of the Coast 


Guard testified before the House Committee on Merchant Marine 
and Fisheries concerning the bill. 
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Under section 13 (h) of the Surplus Property Act of 1944 as amended 
(50 U. S. C. App. 1622 (h)), disposition of surplus real property suit- 
able for park purposes to States and political subdivisions thereof, 
at 50 percent of the fair value, is authorized. It is provided in that 
section of law (50 U. S. C. App. 1622 (h) (3) (A)) that the deed of 
conveyance provide that the lead shall revert to the United States 
at its option if the land is not used and maintained for park purposes 
for a period of 20 years. The disposition of the land as proposed in 
the instant bill would therefore appear to give par ra treatment 
to St. Johns County, Fla., as against other counties which have 
acquired lands for park purposes under existing provisions of law. 
However, considering the relatively small value of the tract and the 
provisions of section 2 of the bill subordinating its uses as a park to 
Coast Guard operations, this Office would have no objection to favor- 
able consideration of the bill by the Congress. It is suggested that 
the committee may wish to include a provision requiring the insertion 
in the deed of a reversion clause such as referred to above if the land 
ceases to be maintained and used for park purposes for a period of 
less than 20 years. Also, if it has not already been done it is suggested 
that the General Services Administration be given an opportunity to 
furnish its comments in the matter. 

Sincerely yours, 


E. L. FISHER, 
Acting Comptroller General of the United States. 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, D. C., January 20, 1956. 


Hon. Warren G. MaGnuson, 
Chairman, Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce, 
United States Senate, Washington, D. C. 

My Dear Mr. CnarrMan: Reference is made to the request of 
your committee for the views of the Treasury Department on H. R. 
7471, a bill to provide for the conveyance of certain lands of the 
ae States to the Board of Commissioners of St. Johns County, 

a. 

The purpose of the bill is to authorize the Secretary of the Treasury 
to convey to the Board of Commissioners of St. John’s County, Fla., 
5.72 acres of land surrounding the St. Augustine Light Station. The 
bill provides that the deed shall contain a covenant that no structure 
shall be erected on the land which shall in any way adversely affect 
the operation of the Coast Guard facilities, and that the property 
shall be used as a public park, and in the event of a national emergency 
the property shall be available for use by the Federal Government 
without compensation. 

The site of the St. Augustine Light Station has for many years 
consisted of a tract of approximately 7.2 acres. However, the mainte- 
nance of this amount of land has created a problem. The present author- 
ized complement of the light station is one man. To reduce the mainte- 
nance problem, 5.82 acres of the land have been declared excess to the 
needs of the Coast Guard. The Board of Survey recommending this 
disposal was approved by the Commandant on June 14, 1955. 
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The Treasury Department has no objection to the enactment of 
H. R. 7471. 


The Department has been advised by the Bureau of the Budget 


that there is no objection to the submission of this report to your 
committee. 


Very truly yours, 
Davıp W. KENDALL, 
Acting Secretary of the Treasury. 
There is no change in existing law. 
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